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The adverse criticisms showered on Getting Married and
Misalliance caused Shaw to pretend to be persuaded that
any play known to be his would be damned. Accordingly
Fanny's First Play was announced and advertised through-
out its run as the work of Xxxxxxx Xxxx. This transpar-
ency was pierced at once, of course, and Shaw acknowledged
the play as his. Disarmingly he called it *a pot-boiler';
but when any one else called it one he was careful to point
out, as in a letter years later to Hesketh Pearson, that even
his 'pot aufeu has some chunks of fresh meat in it.'
The prologue and epilogue are lampoons on contemporary
dramatic critics. A. B. Walkley of The Times figures as
Trotter; E. A. Baughan of The Daily News as Vaughan;
and Gilbert Cannon of The Star as Gunn. The fourth
figure of fun, Flawner Bannel, fitted, and for that matter
fits still, any journalist masquerading as a critic and writing
for the yellower press. These four studies are excellent
evidence of Shaw's largeness of heart: he might so easily
have been bitter and ill-tempered. Yet he is content to
banter and bark. However mordant, his banter is not
septic. Strikingly, too, these caricatures or skits hit off
not only their originals, but critics of other days and
doubtless of other countries as well; for Trotter and Com-
pany still amuse, and their dunderheaded points of view
seem almost as sharply focused on the present as on the j
past. In short, though but sketches, they live.
As for the play within the play, Fanny wisely kept it
simple, as Candida is simple, and improved on Shaw by
cutting the cackle, much to the audiences' relief, and re-
placing argument with action. Therefore it plays well. It
was not wholly due to low running costs that the original
production scored over 600 performances, Shaw's record
at that date for a single run.
(27)              ANDROCLES AND THE LION
Written in 1912. First production by the Kleines Theater,
Berlin, on 25th November 1912. First English production by
Granville-Barker at the St, James's Theatre, London, on ist Sep-
tember 1913. "First American production by Granville-Barker at
Wallack's Theatred New York, on 27th January 1915.